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Excerpt from www.hawkhoustonyec.org/history

In 1964, Alveta Houston Hawk, a trailblazing leader and visionary, launched a transformative mission
in the Baptist Bottom community of Dothan, Alabama. Inspired by a deep desire to provide
constructive opportunities for Black youth, she founded a local chapter of the Boys and Girls Clubs of
America—a safe haven where children could grow, develop character, and explore their potential.
Her unwavering commitment led to the official issuance of a membership charter from the National
Boys and Girls Clubs of America, marking a historic milestone for the city of Dothan.

Over the decades, Alveta's vision expanded. In 1991, the organization formally welcomed girls, and in
2009, it was rebranded as the Hawk-Houston Boys & Girls Clubs—signifying a broader commitment to
inclusivity. For more than fifty years, Hawk-Houston operated in alignment with the national Boys &
Girls Clubs of America, serving as a crucial bridge to opportunity and support for local youth.
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BACKGROUND
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In 2018, the organization embarked on a bold new path, becoming an independent
nonprofit guided by a strategic plan for 2018–2020. Though the transition presented
challenges, it also opened doors for renewed growth, expanded outreach, and deeper
community engagement—all while honoring the legacy Alveta set in motion.

Today, the Hawk-Houston Youth Enrichment Center serves students in grades K–12,
embracing a holistic approach to youth development. Beyond academics, the Center
nurtures leadership, instills purpose, and uplifts the collective spirit of the community.
As captured in Cookies & Lemonade by Elaine Slaughter, Alveta Hawk’s legacy is one
of resilience, vision, and service. This case study honors that legacy, exploring the
Center’s history, impact, and ongoing evolution as a beacon of hope and
empowerment in the Wiregrass region.

In the summer of 2022, a dynamic partnership was forged between PicScience and the
Hawk-Houston Youth Enrichment Center. From the outset, program leaders witnessed
an unmistakable energy and enthusiasm among students—especially in their joyful
engagement with mathematics. What began as a single summer program quickly
revealed the potential for something greater: a long-term collaboration poised to enrich
both learning outcomes and community impact.

ESTABLISHING A LASTING PARTNERSHIP:
PICSCIENCE AND THE HAWK-HOUSTON
YOUTH ENRICHMENT CENTER
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“YOU ARE CAPABLE OF MORE THAN YOU KNOW. CHOOSE A
GOAL THAT SEEMS RIGHT FOR YOU AND STRIVE TO BE THE

BEST, HOWEVER HARD THE PATH.” – E.O. WILSON



Following the program’s success, the organizations launched a three-week “Fall Back
into School” readiness initiative designed to help students transition confidently into the
new academic year. These early efforts underscored the powerful synergy between
PicScience’s educational tools and Hawk-Houston’s deep community roots.

At the heart of this partnership is Altha Newman, Executive Director of the Hawk-
Houston Youth Enrichment Center. Her steadfast leadership and passion have ensured
that Alveta Houston Hawk’s founding vision not only endures but thrives in new and
meaningful ways.

Through carefully designed pre- and post-assessments, the team tracked academic
progress, gaining insights into student growth and identifying areas of need. These data-
informed strategies strengthened the program’s effectiveness and laid the groundwork
for expanded opportunities.

This case study illustrates more than just a successful collaboration—it exemplifies the
transformative power of collective effort. Together, PicScience and Hawk-Houston are
shaping a new chapter in educational access and equity for young learners in Dothan and
beyond.

ESTABLISHING A LASTING PARTNERSHIP:
PICSCIENCE AND THE HAWK-HOUSTON
YOUTH ENRICHMENT CENTER
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“EVERY STUDENT HAS A SPARK; WITH THE RIGHT GUIDANCE,
IT CAN IGNITE GREATNESS.” -SYDNEY BRACKIN



When thoughtfully integrated into early-grade curricula, career programs serve as
powerful tools to expand students’ knowledge and ignite a lasting passion for learning.
Recognizing this potential, the PicScience team designed an approach that paired
instructional strategies with a diverse selection of engaging texts—capturing students’
interests while deepening their understanding of the world around them.

Fostering a love of reading and writing goes beyond teaching foundational literacy skills;
it requires immersing students in a coherent, content-rich environment that aligns with
their academic growth and future career aspirations. Career exploration, woven into the
learning experience, provides real-world context—making education more meaningful
and applicable to students' lives beyond the classroom.

By curating a curriculum filled with relevant, purposeful material, PicScience created an
environment that encouraged curiosity, critical thinking, and a genuine hunger for
knowledge. In the summer of 2023, the team introduced its career program to 4th, 5th,
and 6th graders at the Hawk-Houston Youth Enrichment Center. The initiative served as
a bridge between students’ budding interests and the tangible possibilities of the
working world. While learning about various career paths, students also developed
essential skills in reading, writing, research, and presentation—equipping them with tools
for both academic success and future readiness.
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Hawk Houston students reveal their vision boards after group presentation.



EXPLORING INTERESTS, BUILDING
SELF-AWARENESS
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Students in the summer career program were encouraged to reflect on their aspirations
and find their voice through a meaningful research project. As they shared their dreams
with peers and mentors, they systematically honed essential skills—particularly in oral
communication and presentation. This process not only strengthened their confidence
but also cultivated a deeper sense of purpose and ambition. Through structured
opportunities to express their visions for the future, students began to see their goals as
attainable, fueled by dedication, effort, and a growing sense of agency.

The program invited students to embark on a journey of self-discovery through the
creation of vision boards—launching them into imaginative explorations of the
possibilities that lie within. While several students expressed interest in becoming
professional athletes, instructors guided them to think more expansively. Through
research and discussion, they explored the wide range of careers connected to athletics,
including sports medicine, journalism, training, and management. Students also learned
that many athletes engage in diverse roles outside the field, such as writing books,
building businesses, or participating in motivational speaking.

By framing career exploration through a lens of curiosity and relevance, instructors
helped students build awareness of alternative pathways while emphasizing the
importance of research in making informed decisions. Thought-provoking articles and
hands-on exploration nurtured a classroom culture rooted in inquiry and self-reflection.

The learning environment became a space of intellectual adventure—where curiosity
was celebrated, ideas were developed, and self-awareness took root. Students were
encouraged to realistically consider their passions, academic strengths, and personal
growth. In doing so, they not only imagined who they could become, but also began
building the mindset, discipline, and communication skills needed to get there. The
program planted seeds for a lifelong journey of discovery, guided by a belief that with
vision and effort, their dreams are within reach.



Creating vision boards as part of the career program became a powerful expression of
student empowerment and vision. This activity emphasized the belief that dreams, when
visualized and strategically pursued, hold the power to shape future success. Through
individual research, students explored the necessary steps to achieve their goals—
transforming abstract aspirations into tangible, actionable plans.
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More than an artistic exercise, the vision boards served as practical blueprints for
achievement. As students outlined their goals and mapped out their pathways, they built
the early foundations of long-term planning and self-motivation. Some students
researched colleges, vocational training programs, and certification options aligned with
their chosen careers—illustrating how visualization can evolve into informed decision-
making.

The process sparked ambition and built confidence, reinforcing the idea that success is
not just possible—it is attainable with clarity, effort, and direction. By giving students a
creative outlet to express their dreams alongside researched strategies, the vision boards
became cornerstones for future achievement, offering both inspiration and a roadmap for
what comes next.

Students proudly present their career research through creative
vision boards. 



1. Helping Students Make Real-World Connections
Students connected their personal interests to real-world career
paths, researching educational requirements, salary expectations,
and day-to-day responsibilities. This exploration grounded their
aspirations in reality and provided motivation for academic
success.
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2.  Promoting Collaborative Learning and Communication
The program encouraged group discussions, peer presentations, and
team-based projects. These activities helped students develop
communication and interpersonal skills while building a sense of
community and mutual support.

3.  Strengthening Academic Skills through Purposeful Content
Reading and writing tasks were tied directly to students’
interests, increasing engagement and comprehension. Research
projects and presentations challenged students to think critically
and express themselves clearly, laying a strong academic foundation
for future achievement.

THREE KEY IMPACTS OF THE
CAREER PROGRAM

PicScience Outreach Coordinator, Connie Banks, guides
students in bringing their aspirations to life with vision
boards.


